Heads Up for Hawks
A Raptor Trust Story & Workbook
The Raptor Trust cares for hundreds of Red-tailed Hawks each
year. As the most common hawk in all of North America, Red-tails
can find themselves in a lot of dangerous situations. We have
cared for many hawks over the years who have been hit by cars,
eaten poison, contracted a virus, crashed into windows, had their
feathers singed by fire, or who have become tangled in fishing line
or netting.
In 2006, a Red-tailed Hawk came in with a fractured
left wing. The break was severe and after several
surgeries it became obvious that the wing would
never again work properly. This hawk, assumed to
have been injured in a car accident, had also been
sprayed by a skunk before arriving at The Raptor
Trust. While the broken bone took only a few weeks
to heal, the smell took months to go away! Without
the ability to fly normally, this bird could not
hunt or survive in the wild. We named her "Pepe,"
and gave her a safe and permanent home at The
Raptor Trust.
Red-tailed Hawks are very adaptable. They survive
and thrive in a variety of habitats; deserts,
mountains, forests, even in cities!
These birds are capable of hunting for a wide variety
of animals including snakes, rabbits, and other birds.
Here in New Jersey, they are most often seen
consuming smaller prey like chipmunks and
squirrels. These large raptors are excellent parents
and will aggressively defend their nests and
territories. They can often be seen sitting out in the
open on telephone poles or lamp posts, or soaring
overhead, surveying the area beneath for prey.

Red-tailed Hawks can weigh between
2-4 lbs. and have a wingspan of up to
four feet long. As juveniles, their tails
are thinly striped with a grey-brown
coloration. However, they get their
names from the reddish "rufous"
color of their tail feathers, which first
turn red when the birds are about
two years old.
Another identifying feature for these
hawks is their classic "belly band"
which refers to a strip of brown
feathers that appears like a belt
across their typically beige abdomen.
Mated pairs of Red-tailed Hawks typically stay together for life,
which can be up to 30 years! That is, if they survive their daring
courtship ritual, which can include them locking talons and
plummeting close to the ground before letting go. These hawks
typically lay 2-3 eggs each spring and often return to the same
nest many years in a row. Both parents care for the chicks by
feeding them and teaching them survival skills. At The Raptor
Trust, when a chick comes in for care, they are often raised by
one of our resident adults, who teaches the youngster the skills it
needs to survive in the wild!

Heads up for Hawks Crossword

Use your raptor vision to find the 3
mice hidden in each habitat.

Color in this
Red-tailed Hawk's
identifying marks.
Yellow beak
Red Tail
Brown Belly Band
Brown patagial patch
(under each shoulder)

Heads up for Hawks Answer
Key
Crossword Puzzle:
Across1. Crown
4. Habitat
6. Plumage
8. Carnivore
9. Talons

Down1. Court
2. Pair
3. Wingspan
5. Plummet
7. Rufous

Find the hidden mice:
1. 1 mouse in the trees on the left, 1 in the trees on the
right, 1 on the path
2. 1 in the tree on the right, 1 under the tree on the left, 1
in the road
3. 1 on the left under the tree, 1 in the door of the house,
1 in the tree on the right

